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GANGSTER PEACE. 


So the statesmen of the Great Powers have again managed 
tO save peace. /Ever since they have had a League of Nations which 
was to introduce court settlement in place of war, they have done 
nothing but save peace at the cost of justice. Every time there 
has been a war they have sacrificed justice in order to preserve 
peace, the peace of the Great Powers, not that of the League of 
Nations which was peace from attack, war, and conquest for all its 
members in accordance with the Pact. 


Justice need not have been sacrificed for that peace, 
it rests on the foundations of justice. It is a collective peace 
which includes all, it is the abolition of war. But that peace 
for which justice is now sacrificed is the Great Powers' peace. 
It is preserved by allowing the one mighty robber after another 
to attack and conquer a weaker country, by allowing the one modern 
well-equipped war power after another to roll a defenceless un - 
prepared population down with tanks, exterminate them with machine 
guns, and burn them with poison gas, and allowing the robber to 
make off unaffected with his booty. 


This localized war is the peace to which the small states 
may look forward, the Great Powers' peace, the Gangster peace. 


This was the peace that was saved in 1931/32 when Japan 
began her war of conquest against China and the League of Nations 
limited itself to refusing to recognise Manchoukuo; and it was in 
order to preserve this same peace that it allowed Mussolini to fall 
upon Ethiopia and adopted the so-called neutrality as regards the 
revolt in Spain. 


2 The same question has arisen in both the recent conflicts. 
What is a state? What is a government? When does a state cease to 






| be a state, and a government to be a government? 

& Mussolini declares he has conquered Ethiopia and King 
MS Victor Emanuel has been appointed its Emperor, but about half the 
” Sees country is unconquered. Never mind, says Mussolini, a state with~- 
& ‘ 


out a government is no state. The Negus has fled and the Govern- 
ment at Gore is no government. 
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History has something different to say. During the Great 
War the Belgian Government for example sat in Havre and the Germans 
occupied almost the whole country. There was no one however, not 
even Germany, who dared to say then that Belgium was wiped off the 
map of Europe and Wilhelm II also Kaiser of Belgium. 


When in 1914/15 Serbia was crushed, its army hunted out 
of the country, its population decimated and suppressed, no one 
thought of declaring that Serbia as a state no longer existed. 


“That which could not be conceived in 1914/18 when the 
world still had mo League of Nations is thus introduced by the very 
League of Nations itself that had undertaken to replace war with 
arbritation. For the third time it has allowed war to rage between 
two of its members instead of unanimously and collectively prevent- 
ing it. And so now it not only in official defiance of the Pact 
recognises the rights of the conquerors but also a right to conquer 
which is going even further nowadays than before the Great War and 
the League of Nations. a 


Baldwin, the conservative Prime Minister of England, and 
Leon Blum, the social democratic leader of France, were both in 
agreement about getting the matter disposed of as quickly as possible. 
Far more important than the prestige of the League of Nations, than | 
the maintenance of the Pact(in any case on paper), not to mention 
the right of a weaker state to exist, was it for the two Great 
Pdérs to secure the presence of the conqueror, Mussolini, at the 
next Locarno meeting. 


Avenol, the General Secretary of the League of Nations, 
was told in Rome by Mussolini that his Italians could not stand the 
Sight of the Ethiopian delegation. Since Mussolini did not recog-. 
nise its existence and the Italians knew that Mussolini was always 
right it might easily affect them like the spirit of Banco. 

Avenol promised to do what he could in association with England 
and France and had great hopes. 


But he was disappointed. The small and lesser countries 
thinking of their own skins, got the Ethiopians into their seats. ~— 
The League of Nations had, as the'Journal des Nations' wrote, again — 
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won a victory. But when the reasons of the Credentials Commission 
came to light, all the glamour departed from the victory. It did 
mot sound as if the League of Nations which "had pledged itself to 
respect and maintain against all outside attack, the territorial 
integrity and political independence of all its members", could ad- 
mit that the one member consumed the other, so of course the Ethio- 
pian delegation had the right to take its place in the Council like 
the other members. But no, a paragraph oncerning "doubtful cases" 
was found. By the help of this paragraph the Great Powers pacified 
the small states by slipping the Ethiopians into their seats, and 
pacified Mussolini by intimating that the momentous doubt might well 
be gone the next time. In order to emphasise England's favour to- 
wards Mussolini, the English Consul shortly afterwards escorted the 
Government in Gore to Uganda. Ss the Ethiopian Government was non- 
existent and the Ethiopian state might now be sacrificed on the 
altars of the Gangster Peace. 


The settlement meant the recognition by the League of 
Nations of the right of the conqueror. What was open to doubt was 
not at all the right of Italy to consume Ethiopia, but Italy's 
assertion that Ethiopia had indeed been thoroughly and completely 
consumed. Had this been the case, there would have been no doubt. 
Ethiopia, member of the League af Nations, would immediately have 
been struck off the roll. Now the matter has been postponed one 
year out of respect not for Ethiopia but for the small states. 


A new colony has been founded according to the best im- 
perial pattern and for the first time with the recognition of the 
League of Nations. Yet another nation with its cities, industries, 
traditions, and laws that from now onwards must work for another 
people that by the power of arms forces it to do so. The Emperor 
of Ethiopia could raise no loan with which to buy weapons or reform 
and modernise the country. Mussolini can, to his own advantage and 
that of the foreign capitalists, and on this loan the people of 
Ethiopia must pay interest to benefit the foreigners. Yet another 
cause for dissatisfaction, revolt, murder, and war has been created. 


And the way has been opened through the League of Nations 
itself for the attack of the stronger upon the weaker. 
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Events in Spain presented the Great Powers with a new 
problem. it was not a war between two countries, it was a revolt 
against a constitutionally elected government and the question was 
what attitude the other countries ought to adopt in the circumstan - 
ces. The Great Powers chose neutrality. 


Again it was the Gangster Peace they saved. 


For there jis no such thing as neutrality where a revolt is 
concerned. Neutrality presupposes two or more belligerent powers, 
But neutrality is putting the rebels and the government on a par. 
That is a breach of two of the main principles of the League of Nat- 
ions. 


The first, which has never been called in question, is the 
right of a legitimate and recognised government to procure from 
abroad such weapons as it needs in order to restore quiet and order 
in the country. The second, about which there has also always been 
agreement, is that the supply of arms. to the insurgents against a 
legitimate and recognised government represents a serious breach of 
international law. 


No one denies that the Madrid Government is legitimate. 
The French Minister of Foreign Affairs, M.Delbos, who brought for- 
ward the proposal of non-intervention, affirmed this in the, Chamber 
of Deputies: "No one can call in question the legitimacy of the 
Spanish Government....We were within our rights in supplying them 
with arms. When we did not so", added the French minister, "then it 
was in order not to give an excuse to those who might be tempted to 
Suppiy une: rebels." 


In order to prevent the fascist governments breaking inter- 
national law and supporting the rebels by supplying them with arms, 
the democratic governments therefore agreed themselves to break inter- 
national law and to support the rebels by refusing to sell arms to 
the Government. 


If this is what statesmen call jurisprudence, then it is 
tantamount to what other people call "confusion of ideas", 
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Thus week after week passed. The democratic governments 
negotiated with the fascist governments while the latter supplied 
the rebels with what they needed in the way of arms and aeroplanes, 
and transported troops from Morocco to Spain for them. If indeed 
the democratic governments did not do the same as the fascists and 
help the rebels across Portugal. 


The idea of neutrality originated in Engiand. The re = 
actionaries and the rich bourgeoisie have only one real enemy, but 
on the other hand it haunts them everywhere. It is Communisn. 

For them Hitler represents only one thing, the bulwark against the 
Soviet. The English Conservative Government was not ksmm on the 
Socialist Leon Blum and his 'front populaire' either. Delbo®’ 
utterance shows that neutrality was forced upon France by England: 
"Had France given the least cause for dispute..... a certain friend- 
ly disposed power would have left France certainly in the iurch." 


There are examples of how this manner of breaking inter- 
national law has been dealt with previously. During the war between 
the North and the South in America when the Southern States wanted 
to break away, England was on their side and they got a warship 
rigged out in an English harbour: but it brought its own punishment, 
In 1871 Great Britain was condemned by the Court of Arbitration to 
pay the United States fifteen and a half million dollars compen - 
sation although the Southern States were recognised as belligerents. 


Who should condemn Hitler and Mussolini to pay compen - 
sation to the Spanish Government? There is no one who respects 
the rights of the weaker. They all fight together like sharks 
round a prey which no court would award them, That is why they 
are in the race for armaments. 


Now as hitherto the desire of the various states to ex- 
pand is perfectly licentious. In the fight between countries only 
one thing counts, moneyed interests. But there are two kinds of 
moneyed interests: that of the banks and other private capitalists 
and that of the imperial interests of the state; and they do not 
always go together. | 
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Private capitalism demanded that its large investments 
in Spain, for example, should be protected against everything ap- 
proaching Socialism or Communism. It took the side of the rebels 
who represented the power of money against the exploited, the 
church against enlightenment, the existing state of thinga as op- 
posed to progress. 


The imperial interests of the capitalist state tend to 

protect the national capital by keeping competitors at bay,by in - 
| 

suring markets for the products of the country an& keeping the 


doors open which géve access to her raw materials. Just like private 


Capitalism, it sees its enemy in Socialism and Communism and con- 
sequently on this point sympathises with the rebels. But on the 
other hand it cannot avoid seeing dangerous and regardless com - 
petitors in the onward marching fascist dictators. The capital 
State has therefore conflicting interests to defend and so her 
policy becomes inconclusive and vacillating. 


And so Fascism fares better than Democracy. Dictator - 
ship is better fitted for modern times and modern warfare. The 
dictator has forced private capitalist interests down under those 
of the state. The autocratic ruler has by his economic planning 
abrogated the conflict that is weakening the democratic capitalist 
countries. Therefore Fascism will spread and nothing can stop it. 


An ethical union between the democratic countries is 
pure romance, nor is. it. any more likely between the fascist coun- 
tries. This applies to all countries. When their interests run 
parallel they cooperate, when they rum counter they part, whether 
they be fascist, democratic,or bolshevist. That is the consequence 
of the competition, the frontiers and the hysterical nationalism 
of today. Only see how democratic France threw the Pact and its 
collective security overboard and Ethiopia into Mussolini's arms, 
in order to secure Italy's help against Germany. 


The indignation of the democratic governments against 
Fascism is only fancy dress. [ook at their statesmen. Listen 


to what they say at home and at Geneva. Not one honovrable word. 
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Sheer camouflage and swindle in order to go on with their gangster 
policy under cover of the League of Nations. 


All of them have trampled the population and the civilis- 
ation of whole continents under their imperialist boots. Kicks for 
everything such as human rights and human dignity that stood in 
their way. And thus are they doing still in all their colonies, 
as well as any Fascist. | 


People|as yet do not understand that it is their own 
interests that law instead of force be inaugurated in the human 
commonwealth. They fight fascists in other countries, not seeing 
that Fascism is nothing but the logical outcome of the principle 
of violence which is also the foundation of the power of their 
own country. They will have to realise it. 


More and more governments will have their eyes opened to 
the practicability of fascist methods. The more Fascism, the fewer 
debates, the greater fighting power. The majority of European 
countries are fascist dictatorships and possibly even the proud 
English who "never, never, never shall be slaves" will have the 
experience of being made slaves of Fascism in their own country 
as the ultimate consequence of their own policy of might and power. 


For out of gangster morality arises gangster war and 
gangster peace. 


19, rue Henri Mussard 
Geneva, Switzerland. ELLEN H@RUP. 


“hat ‘ 


editerel 
Rahiierecaey 





